
Establishing a New Indigenous 
Miskitu Territory in Honduras



Participatory Research Mapping (PRM) 
& Training of Local Geographers

Concejo Territorial KATAINASTA

Concejo Territorial
KATAINASTA

-Geographers from the University of Kansas (KU) and American Geographical 
Society (AGS) formed a collaboration with the indigenous Miskitu federation 
MASTA and the new Concejo Territorial Katainasta.

-The PRM research in Muskitia is part of the KU/AGS Centroamérica Indigena
project, funded by a prestigious Minerva Initiative for University-led 
Research Award of the U. S. Department of Defense.



Mesa Geográfica Indígena
A research center at Universidad Pedagógica Nacional Francisco 

Morazán (UPNFM) where indigenous and other university students
collaborate with professors in our applied geographic research.



CONCEJO TERRITORIAL KATAINASTA

•  First “Concejo Territorial” in Honduras
•  First multi-community titling modality   

awarded to Miskitu in 2012.
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cartographic bases
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PRM
Cognitive sketch maps

& toponyms
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Defining PRM

Community-based 
cartographic and 
ethnographic research

Transformation of cognitive spatial 
knowledge to consensual maps to 
standard cartographic forms

Data collection and 
interpretation released
to trained community 
representatives



PRM - GIS
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PRM is an Iterative/repetitive methodology

Cartographiy & ArcGIS
-Base map construction

-Standard maps production
Repetition bring accuracy

Training Workshops
-Basic local geography, 

cartography, questionnaire 
sketch mapping, GPS use
-Land use and governance

Field Research 
-Complete community 

questionnaires,  household 
census, sketch maps

-Community Validation

Analysis Workshops:
-Transfer cognitive information 

from sketch maps and 
questionnaires (toponyms) to 

base  maps to produce 
consensual maps.



PRM in KATAINASTA
Base map construction and ArcGIS work digitizing the best available 
physical and cultural information.

Digitizing physical
geographic features 
from satellite imagery

Digitizing cultural features 
from historic maps



Workshop 1: Training of local investigators in geographic techniques



Fieldwork 1: Community assemblies, data collection at 
community and household levels, community sketch maps,
and GPS locations.



Workshop 2: Transfer of cognitive knowledge to base maps



GIS 2: Digitize toponyms, land use points, and geographic features.



Field work 2: community revision and validation of maps



Workshop 3: Integrate community revisions into maps



University  of Kansas (KU) – American Geographical Society (AGS) 
Centroamérica Indígena Project

PRM Results    Available on Project Website



PRM Results
Standard cartographic map production and publication



www.prmapping.res.ku.edu

PRM Results
Transparent Static Maps on satellite imagery in ArcGIS Online

http://www.prmapping.res.ku.edu/


PRM Results
Updated household census



PRM Results
Documentation of Miskitu toponyms



Digital Map
production

PRM Results



PRM Results
Training of Local Geographers



PRM Result
Empowerment and training 
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